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FOR AMBASSADOR MURPHY FROM THE SECRETARY 

1. PLEASE CONVEY THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM ME TO PRESIDENT ASAD. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: "DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: PRESIDENT 

FORD HAS ASKED ME TO THANK YOU FOR YOUR MESSAGE ON 
THE SUBJECT OF A POSSIBLE MEETING IN EUROPE IN 
MID-NOVEMBER. WE VERY MUCH APPRECIATE THE SPIRIT 
AND TONE OF YOUR MESSAGE. WHILE WE UNDERSTAND 
THE CONSIDERATIONS WHICH LIE BEHIND YOUR DECISION, 

WE DO REGRET IT. AS YOU KNOW FROM OUR PAST 
DISCUSSIONS WE CONSIDER UNDERSTANDING AND COOPERATION 
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SUCCESS OF OUR EFFORTS TO HELP ACHIEVE A COMPREHENSIVE 
SETTLEMENT IN THE MIDDLE EAST. PRESIDENT FORD REMAINS 
DEDICATED TO THIS OBJECTIVE AND WOULD VERY MUCH HAVE LIKED 
TO HAVE TALKS WITH YOU AT THIS TIME ON HOW BEST TO PROCEED. 
AS I WROTE YOU IN MY LAST LETTER I AM CONVINCED THAT YOU 
WOULD HAVE FOUND OUR CONSIDERATIONS OF INTEREST AND CON- 
SISTENT WITH SOME OF YOUR VIEWS. 

BECAUSE OF THE MANY FRANK DISCUSSIONS WE HAVE 
HAD. I UNDERSTAND YOUR POINT OF VIEW. HOWEVER, 

YOU ALSO KNOW WHY WE ARE CONVINCED THAT THE 
STRATEGY WE HAVE BEEN PURSUING OFFERS THE ONLY 
REALISTIC HOPE OF SUSTAINED MOVEMENT TOWARD A JUST 
AND DURABLE PEACE. TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE LEGITIMATE 
INTERESTS OF ALL NATIONS AND PEOPLES IN THE 
MIDDLE EAST, INCLUDING THE PALESTINIANS. IF 
MISUNDERSTANDINGS SHOULD COME BETWEEN US, THEY 
COULD UNDO THE PROGRESS WHICH HAS BEEN MADE AND 
DISRUPT THE FUTURE PROGRESS WHICH I AM MORE 
CONFIDENT THAN EVER BEFORE LIES AHEAD. 

I AM ALSO CONCERNED, AS I TOLD FOREIGN 
MINISTER KHADDAM IN NEW YORK, THAT THE UNDER- 
STANDABLE IMPATIENCE AND FRUSTRATION IN THE ARAB 
WORLD WOULD UNDERMINE THE GROWING SUPPORT WHICH 
TOWARD PEACE AND AVOID ANOTHER CONFLAGRATION 
WHICH COULD SERIOUSLY DAMAGE THE INTERESTS OF 
THE U.S. AS WELL AS THE NATIONS AND PEOPLES OF 
THE AREA. 

P AM GLAD THAT YOU AGREE THAT A MEETING AT 
SOME POINT WOULD BE USEFUL. IN THE INTERIM WE 
VERY MUCH LOOK FORWARD TO STAYING IN CLOSE 
TOUCH WITH YOU IN DECIDING UPON THE MOST EFFECTIVE 
MEANS OF MAKING FURTHER PROGRESS TOWARD PEACE 
IN THE MIDDLE EAST, AND IN HOPES OF BEING ABLE TO 
FIND A MUTUALLY AGREEABLE TIME FOR A MEETING 
BETWEEN YOU AND PRESIDENT FORD. SUCH A MEETING WOULD BE 
CLEARLY IN THE INTEREST OF MUTQAL UNDERSTANDING 
AND THE ATTAINMENT OF PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST. 

WARM REGARDS, HENRY A. KISSINGER." 

END TEXT OF MESSAGE. 
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